What a week! Summer
Safety Boot Camp was held
at Deer Run Elementary in
Pike Township from July
27th to July 30th. Fifty-five
children participated in the
four day camp designed to
provide children with inten-
sive safety training. Safety
topics covered include the
following: sun, first aid, fire
and burn, internet, water,
stranger danger, bicycle,
pedestrian, animal, railroad,
gun, motor vehicle occu-
pancy, home, bus, play-
ground, poison, and sports.
We incorporated a bicycle
rodeo, community walk,
magic show, car seat clinic
and Spot the Tot exercise
into the camp as well.

Children enjoyed daily
crafts, activity time, and
interactive activities de-
signed to improve their
safety smarts!

Camp leaders included the
following: Don Bickel, Teri
Crooks, Ann Perkins,
Amanda Estridge, Judith
Talty, Justin Phillips, Ron
Lipp, Michael O’Loughlin,
Autumn McNichols, Dr.
Emily Scott, Eileen Orban
and firefighters from Pike
Township Fire Department,
and various officers from
IMPD; Ryan Klitzsch (ICJl)
joined us for the graduation
ceremony.

A very special thank you to
Bright Ideas who provided
drawstring backpacks for
all of the children and
FedEx who provided the
funding for this great
event. The picture below
sums it all up: “We Sur-
vived Summer Safety Boot
Camp July 09"
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“Mustache Bash” Raises Money for Safe Kids St. Jose

The Second Annual “Mustache Bash” was
recently held in northern Indiana. This fund-
raiser involved a group of men who partici-
pated in a month-long mustache growing con-
test to raise funds and create awareness
about worthy causes. The group was com-
prised of area firefighters from Clay Territory,
Harris Township, Notre Dame, South Bend,
Mishawaka, and Elkhart. The 128 mustache
growers raised $5,595.52. Of that amount,
$2,797.76 was donated to Safe Kids of St. Jo-

ph County

seph County. The money will be used to fund
injury prevention initiatives for St. Joseph
County families and children.
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Safe Kids USA has a new website: “Raising Safe Kids:
One Stage at a Time.” The website is a great tool for
chapters and coalitions to use when planning events.
There are downloadable tip sheets and checklists for
all different ages of children. You will also find a link to
the March 2009 study that outlines child development
and how it relates to unintentional injury prevention.
Please visit www.safekids.org/stages/ for additional
information.

Safe Kids Indiana is looking for representatives from
chapters and coalitions to serve on its Executive
Board. Meetings are held quarterly at Riley Hospital for
Children. If you are interested in joining the Board,
please contact Autumn McNichols at
autmcnic@iupui.edu or 317.278.3218. Coordinators,
please share this with your members as well!

FedEx To Deliver Funding For
Safe Kids Organizations On
Behalf of Winning Players

Many of you have probably voted for
the FedEx Air NFL Player of the
Week and Ground NFL Player of the
Week on www.nfl.com. Once again
this year, FedEx will be delivering
safer kids by making weekly $1,000
donations in the winning players’
names. The funding directly bene-
fits local Safe Kids coalitions in that
team’s city to fund pedestrian safety
improvements throughout the year.
This year, FedEXx celebrates its sixth
year of the program and will surpass
the $1 million mark in funding to cre-
ate safer communities for children.
So, each time a COLTS player is
nominated, please know that your
vote is needed. If the COLTS player
wins, Safe Kids Indiana wins! This
money will be used by coalitions to
build programs and provide re-
sources to local chapters. So, get

voting!




